Grace Fellowship Church Statement of Faith
Article 1 – The Triune God 

God has shown Himself in the manner of a united trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We believe God to be endowed with holy attributes, not given Him, but originating from Him. He is omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, and omni-benevolent; creating all things, sustaining all things, and being before all things. He is eternally existent in three persons; being one in substance, power and Glory. (Ref. Gen. 1:26, Gen. 3:22, Matt. 28:19)

Sub Article 1 A – God the Father
God the Father is begotten of none. Being the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; He is the author of salvation; the Father of all who accept the gift of salvation from His Son, and walk in faith. (Ref. Isa. 43:10 & 44:6, Ps. 102:27, Heb. 1:5)

Sub Article 1 B – God the Son
The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God the Father; in being the son of man incarnate conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, combined His divine person with His human nature, creating one distinct and inimitable person in Jesus Christ; being without sin, through His vicarious and unequivocal death made atonement for the sins of the world. On the third day subsequent to His death, He was raised from the dead to ascend to the right hand of His Father. Continually He mediates as the believer’s advocate, interceding as our high priest, until His return in power and glory. (Ref. Heb. 1:5, Matt. 1:20-23, Phil. 2:6-8, Matt. 29:5-6, Heb. 1:3, Heb. 5:20)

Sub Article 1 C – God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit proceeding from God the Father and sent by God the Son, is equal in majesty, power and glory with both God the Father and the Son. It is He Who rebukes and convicts of sin, (so as to cause the sinner to repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ); sanctifies, endues with power through His indwelling presence, teaches, guides and comforts the believer. (Ref. 2 Cor. 13:14, Acts 1:4-5, John 16:7-11, Rom. 15:16, 1 Cor. 3:16, 1 Cor. 12:8, Acts 9:31)

Article II – The Bible

We believe the Bible to be the Holy Word of God, written by man, but inspired by God, and being so, it is inerrant, consisting of sixty-six books from both the Old and New Testament. Concerning translations, we believe that it is the original manuscripts, written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, that are inerrant. However we believe that translations, through the power of God and accountability in regards to retaining original meaning, therefore unchanging as spiritual guidance. (Ref. 2 Tim. 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21)

Article III – Man

We believe that men are the work of God, being created in His image (not necessarily the physical) but in character and holiness. We believe that God created man as is written in His word, and not by an evolutionary process. In this unique state man took pleasure in fellowship with God, existing that we might glorify God and enjoy Him forever. However, being created in the likeness of God, man, a self-conscious individual, is capable of choosing between good and evil. Through the ability to choose and the misleading of Satan we alienated ourselves from our Father, choosing to disobey Him and bringing death upon all creation. This fall left man without the ability to choose good without the strength of God. However, God’s love was not dissolved because of our sin, it continued in His gift of redemption through the mediatory work of Christ, who voluntarily offered Himself on Calvary as a perfect sacrifice for sin, the just suffering for the unjust, bearing sin’s curse and tasting death for every man. (Ref. Gen. 1:26, 3:22, Heb. 2:5-8, Rom. 8:18-25, Rom. 7:17-20)
Article IV – Salvation

We believe that all men are sinners and guilty before God, unable to save themselves. However, God gave His Son to become man’s Savior. We believe to receive his Son, genuine repentance is necessary; through this genuine repentance it is possible for a holy and just God to forgive man’s sins. It involves a knowledge of, a change of mind toward, and a godly sorrow for sin; a proper reverence for God’s holiness; and a surrender to God. We believe faith must accompany repentance and is the act of the will whereby man embraces the promises of God and appropriates to himself personally the provisions of God’s grace. We believe that when the requirements of repentance and faith have been met, God justifies and regenerates the sinner. Justification is a judicial act absolving from guilt and punishment and restoring to divine favor. This experience is witnessed to by the indwelling Holy Spirit who produces in the heart a desire to do the will of God. We believe that sanctification is the work of God in making men holy. It is the will of God. It is provided in the atonement, and is experienced through faith by the operation of the Holy Spirit through the Word and the blood. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ, and that because He lives we too shall live. (Ref. Ps. 3:8, 2 Tim. 1:9, 1 Thess. 5:9, 1 Tim. 2:4, Eph. 5:23, Acts 4:12, Heb. 5:9, 2 Tim. 1:19, Rom. 5:8-11, Eph. 2:8, 2 Cor. 6:17, Heb. 10:10, 1 Cor. 6:11)
Article V – The Church

The body of believers whose head is Christ. We believe in the universal church – all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who have been called out of the world. We believe in the local body of believers –believers in Christ who are voluntarily joined together, and who meet at regular times for teaching in the Word, fellowship, observance of the ordinances, administration of discipline, exercise in prayer, and participation in public worship and evangelism. We believe the primary duties of the church consist of glorifying God and exalting the Lord Jesus Christ, of building itself up as a holy community and of preaching the Gospel to the entire world as a witness to all men. (Ref. 1 Tim. 3:15, Col. 1:24, Rom. 15:1, Eph. 1:22 & 3:21, 1 Cor. 10:17, Matt. 28:19)

Article VI – Future Events/Resurrection
We believe that the second arrival of Christ is the hope of the church and will be personal, bodily, visible, premillennial, and redemptive. “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thess. 4:16-18) Through the knowledge of His return, we find encouragement and consolation. Through the understanding of our future place with Jesus Christ, we are motivated to be purified and made holy and inspired to be involved in furthering God’s Kingdom.  
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